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Long fought World War 2 had ended by the late 1940’s, but Americas’ rash decision to end the
war quickly - by dropping the atomic bombs on Japan- would lead to the beginning of a major
consequence that Americas would struggle to overcome in the 1950’s. For the aftermath of the war
would launch America and, once former ally, the USSR into the midst of a nuclear arms race which
would mark the earliest entree into the Cold War. The key conflict that dromeen the U.S.
and LJSSR was the clashing of political ideology; for the USSR was Communist - where all Iabor is divided
equally and is controlled by a single dictator- while the U.S. is a Demotracy -based on the foundations of
civil liberties and freedom without one controlling IeadeF-..\‘m‘dr'ﬁ‘tr State\g\?ﬁ'gﬁ'ﬁe/y had to change
their old polices in order take responsibility of confronting Russia and newly formed communist nations
,'érr\; spreading their dangerous power in Europe.(VVAEh the United States keeping a close eye on the

Lp/eadmg of Communism they will become more aggressive with their role in foreign policy — especially

when dealing with nations that could ily influenced by communist- which will effect America’s

/

y ’ f Z \ " . . .
identity as it would develop into a flrmatlveVm set to protect citizens from communist spies/ ad‘*‘*"ﬁ i

threats within the nation; Presidents would shift economic budgets towards more funds for military to
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help push towards the concentration goal — which was to keep communism in Russia -, as this ideology relc hi"‘*

was being tested by Chia and North Korea during 1945-1960.

America has always been hesitant/ careful of getting involved into major conflicts outside of the
country, as seen with America’s newest victory, World War 2. With world war 2 heating up in Europe
many American’s felt the desire of getting involved to aid our allies, but with the Great Depression being
the top focus of America’s problems ,President Woodrow Willison placed America in a state of
isolationism to avoid being a part of the war during the 1930’s. Many America’s found ways to get
around isolationism and aid our allies - such as lend and lease ect.- but eventually do to the attack of
pearl harbor on December 7", 1941 launched America into war. After realizing the mistake of waiting
too long to get involved, America immediately pushes action against Russia in order to prevent the same
error as seen with World War 2. As seen in (Doc. 5), 69% of Americans felt that American foreign policy
needed to take much more forceful actions to stop the USSR form spreading communism further during
1948. In response America join s NATO, a U.S. formed military alliance with un-communist countries of
Western Europe during 1949. Based on ( Doc. 2), the situation as gotten to a point where Europe has
started to divide into anticommunist and communist - NATO vs Warsaw- as seen with the rise of the
Iron Curtain which served as the border between the factions. In i
mindsets on foreign policy by taking a much more hands on / lar
the nation with also morph into new views and concerns.
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The Shift of foreign pelicy could be related to how Americans slowly forgot/ rejected
George Washington’s Farewell Address, as he clearly states that America should not interact with any
outside affairs. By the 1950's with the end of World War 2, and the start of the Korean War it is by this
point — though World War 1 truly marks when — America has made its statement, a statement that it will
be much more involved in foreign policy than ever before by taking the role of a new aggressive leader.
America will create new organizations such as NATO, create new Doctrines to help our allies, and send
cut military personal overseas to put an end to the threats that are concerning the nation.

It's funny to think that Present Truman- the man who was leading the charge politically during
the cold war against Russia- would of once held a neutrality view against Russia and Germany during
the war as senator (June 1941) as seen in ( Doc 1). The document reviles how America believed in a very
strong neutral ideology and didn’t want to be involved in any forms of war amongst Europe. Soon the
U S would be bombed and trusted into battle in only a couple of months from when this quote was
stated. By the early 1950's many American citizens felt very worried about the threat of communism
spreading with the increasing fear of spies — as the USSR held an exact copy of fat man (atomic bomb) -
in (Doc. 3) President Truman tries to ensure the people that America will be changing its old habits and
will do everything in its power to win the cold war. Truman needed to emphasize that point to calm the

many fearful people that have been panicking. It didn’t help that throughout the 1950’s people would
g0 into mass hysteria and start blacklisting anyone who seemed to be a communist — as seen and done
in McCarthyism and in the case of the Rosenberg’s where the wife wasn’t conformed to be a communist

or communist supporter but was automatically executed since her husband was-. On means of solving
this distress was conformity. Especially in the 1950’s conformity became the new American ideology as

citizens saw it as a way to blend into society without raising any suspicion that they were communist. It
insured American’s that if anyone was communist they would be easier to spot out as they wouldn’t
“blend in” to what society has placed as normal behaviors and actions of a “true American Citizen”.
Another ideology that was sweeping the nation was Concentration. In the late 1940’s China’s leader
Mao Zedong would sign ties with the USSR and place communist rule in China causing the Nationalist to
flee due to weakness by the recent Chinese civil war. This spread of communism would leak into Korea
and would spark the Korean war lead by General MacArthur during 1950-1953 in which the fate of
Korea's political and economic direction of pro/anticommunist would drive the war into the 38" parallel
and would divided the nation into north communist and south democratic. During the Korean War,
President Truman would shift the spending of America’s economy to a military focus while next
President, Eisenhower would provide new uses of military defensive spending.

Going back to the new aggressive focus of American forging police led by Truman, in (Doc 4), an
excerpt of the Long Telegram would be the first influential piece that would lead into the development
of the Truman Doctrine. The Truman Doctrine would specifically provide billions of dollars to the
threated countries of Greece and Turkey to prevent them from becoming communist- basically a bribe- .
The Monroe doctrine that followed the Truman Doctrine would act very similar by providing aid to the
noncommunist countries of Europe — our allies-. This decision by Truman would not only mark the start
of a changed role of America foreign policy, but also introduce the economic changes that will become




even more used throughout the cold war by President Eisenhower. One of Eisenhower’s most notable

changes to the economic direction was is Interstate Commerce Act during 1956, as seen in (Doc 6). The
document describes the various aspects of his plan to develop freeways that could not only connect the
country together, but provided the military with faster travel. The Interstate Commerce Act provides
America with many construction job opportunities that helped the economy grow. Alongside the
Interstate Commerce Act more military weapons were being produced to arm and protect the country.
Not to mention that during the nuclear arms race Russia’s economy would start to collapses by the end,
due to overspending and having to manage all of its citizen’s payments and resources. Their form of
government couldn’t provide its citizens with the necessities that they need as to the U.S. which was
seeing an economic rise since the demand of more military spending meant more jobs and that the
Capitalist system prevented an economic collapse. As the Cold war was coming to an end the issues of
focusing on a larger military budget would become a new topic for discussion as seen in (Doc 7) where
both Republicans and Democrats struggle to find a direction of where they want the economy to go. But

without a doubt the focus on a military driven economy lead to the major impact of the United States in
their relation to foreign policy with deal with Communist.

Over all The United States knew that they could let the issues of Communism spread throughout
Europe and learning from World War 2 reacted quickly to aid fellow countries and halt the expansion of
communism. With the United States taking charge against Communism they will become more
aggressive with their role in foreign policy, which will effect America’s identity as it would developinto a
confirmative mindsets well as hold a concentration view; Presidents would shift economic budgets

towards more funds for military for defenses and transportation during 1945-1960.
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aterm L The United States respondod 1 a Hncenain and unstable postwar world by “serting and working to maintain  position of global leadership, with far-reaching domestic and
international consequences.
I United States policymakers engaged in a Cold War v.ir, the authonitarian Soviet Union

global economy, and build an internationa sec

anly system,
A) As postwar tensions dissolved the wartime alljance between Western democracies

and the Soviet Union, the United States developed a foreign policy
i tional aid, and economic institutions that bolstered ¢ 'o-Communist nations,
B) M.oﬂﬂoﬁﬂ& by nﬂ.vaumoai Communist idec!o

in Korea and Vietam. . ) . .
C) The Cold War fluctuated between periods of direct ar nc:ﬁc.:_u:o.: and periods of mut
D) Postwar decolonization and the emergence of pow CIcnls in Asia, Africa,

which remained nonaligned. :

War competition extended to Latin America, where the U.S. suppon

E) Cold icies led to public debates over the povier of ¢ federal p
1. Cold War morn_Mnoc ated policies and methods designed 10 expose
A) Dﬂ-ﬂ%ﬁg.msggn foreign policy fuced little domestic o
B)

based on collective security,
£y and Sovig ‘epression, the United Stateg sou

ght to contain communism through a variety of measures, including major military n:mumnaoncr
d indirect Mitlitary ual coexistence (or détente).
erful nationalist mov and the Middle East led both sides in the Cold War to seek all

ies among new nations, many of|

ted the merits of a large nuclear arsenal, the military-indusg] complex, and the appropriate power of the exec
C) Americans mo@_u. and economic concerns shaped U.S. mvolvement in the Middle East, with s

ical, military,
D) Ideologi

utive branch in conducting foreign and military policy.
everal oil crises in the region
policy.

eventually sparking altempts at creating a national cnergy
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HisTg
. ORICAL ANALYSIS - The Early Cold War, 1945-1960 :
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Document 1
Source: Senator Harry S Truman to a newspaper reporter, June 1541 June 1941
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Document 4

penetrate their govemment and will force changes there.”

Historical Context/Intended Audience, Author's Purposa, or Author's Point of View:

How this di

supports or contradicts your thesis:
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arguing with them, by going to them and saying, "Look here, this is the way things are.” | don

- - - . If we can keep them maneuvered i it iti ; ; ;
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What cias documasals) cBiroborates or contradicts this analysis?

Source: Gallup Poll conducted in the United States, May 1948

Do you think the United States is 100 soft or 100 tough . .. in its policy toward Russia?
Too soft 69%

Too tough A 6
About nght ; 14
No opinion 1"
| Context, Intended Audience, Author's Purpose, or Author's Point of View:

How this d nt supports or dicts your thesis:
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Document 5 ument 6

Source: Saturday Evening Post, October 1956.

On Last Junc tweaty-ninth, with President Eiscahower's signature, onc of the most astounding
pieces of kegislation in history quictly became a law. Public Law 627 represents such a
monumental conception of national public works that its accomplishment will literally dwarf
any previous work of man. . . . That acw title—the National System of L and Defease
Highways—ells the story of the road network, which will receive the major portioa of the
brave new effort to get this country out of its national traffic jam. The Interstate System . . . is
the 40,000-mile network of existing roads which comprise our trunklinc highways; it connects
209 of the 237 cities having a populatioa of 50,000 or more and serves the country’s principal
industrial and defense arcas)
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pERCesSes within the Broader ragional, natonal;

Local Context—(Who, What, When, Where)

Moghsmunmmwmsummu.uamuamumwmmmhmam Cold War
the beginning of U.S. foreign policy of containment which souahi to s

Comparative/Other Coatext -Synthesis
Similar in Kind From an Earlier OR a Later Time

What is the theme?

The U.S. policy of Containment
during the early Cold War altered
its role in the world, leading to active
involvement diplomatically, economically, and
militarily in world affairs. The battle against
communism also impacted the environment as nuclear bombs

<elete o e American /(C"C/y//‘c/,'
€ st Fousht o Der

relemare y - /'f.’cf

and the arms race escalated, impacted American )1,;. h b CFf ofe -;,[-,
identity as an us-vs-them mentality bolstered e Comaie ,C);;/( 7/Col sl
can traditional beliefs and stifled rebellio WOUIA - [eond (Fo TNy [t - Y/
due to a Red Scare, and drove economic i . ot C e et S,
expansion due to wartime spending e =, PP i

on things like NASA
and the military.




