
Sons of Liberty: Patriots or Terrorists? 

Part I - Background 

1. How would you define the term “patriot”?  ___________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How would you define the term “terrorist”?  __________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do you believe is the difference between the two words?  __________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Can one start out as a patriot and become a terrorist, or vice versa?  Where do you draw the line?  ______________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Document I – Sons of Liberty: Patriots or Terrorists? 

1. According to the essay, were the Sons of Liberty considered at the time to be patriots or terrorists?  _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What actions did the SoL take to classify them as terrorists?  Use specific evidence from the article.  _____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What actions did the SoL take to classify them as patriots?  Use specific evidence from the article.  ______________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part II – Primary Source Documents 

DOCUMENT II – To the Freemen of America 
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DOCUMENT III – Boston Gazette, DECEMBER 20, 1773 
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Part III – Synthesis and Conclusion 

1. How are the ideas of “freedom” and “liberty” revealed in these documents?  ________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. After reading all three articles, what is your opinion of the Sons of Liberty?  Were they patriots or terrorists?  Explain 

your reasoning with examples from the texts.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


