
APUSH Course Outline Key Terms 
Key Period 1 

 Maize 

 Great Basin 

 Great Plains 

 Columbian Exchange 

 Feudalism 

 Capitalism 

 Joint-stock companies 

 Encomienda 

 Caste system 

Key Period 2 
 Chesapeake 

 Tobacco 

 Indentured servants 

 Puritans 

 Metacom/King Philip’s War 

 Pueblo Revolt 

 Great Awakening 

 Enlightenment 

 Anglicization 

 Evangelicalism 

 Mercantilism 

 Chattel slavery 

Key Period 3 
 Seven Years’ War/French and Indian 

War 

 Benjamin Franklin 

 Patriot 

 Loyalist 

 Revolutionary War 

 Continental Army 

 George Washington 

 Republic/republicanism 

 Thomas Paine’s Common Sense 

 Declaration of Independence 

 Abolition 

 “Republican motherhood” 

 Revolutions in Haiti, Latin America 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Constitutional Convention 

 Federalism 

 Separation of powers 

 Prohibition of the slave trade after 

1808 

 Anti-Federalists 

 Federalists 

 Federalist Papers 

 Alexander Hamilton 

 James Madison 

 Constitution 

 Bill of Rights 

 Enumerated powers 

 Federal government 

 John Adams 

 Precedent 

 Political leaders of the 1790s 

 Federalist Party 

 Democratic-Republicans 

 Regionalism 

 Northwest Ordinance 

 Northwest Territory 

 Appalachians 

 French Revolution 

 Washington’s Farewell Address 

 

 

  



Key Period 4 
 Suffrage 

 Tariff 

 Supreme Court 

 Democratic Party 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Whigs 

 Henry Clay 

 National bank 

 Internal improvements 

 Market revolution 

 Second Great Awakening 

 Protestants 

 Utopias 

 Romanticism 

 Temperance 

 Emancipation 

 Seneca Falls Convention 

 Textile machinery 

 Steam engine 

 Interchangeable parts 

 Telegraph 

 Agricultural inventions 

 Canals 

 Railroads 

 Middle class 

 Separate spheres 

 American System 

 Louisiana Purchase 

 Indian removal 

 Monroe Doctrine 

 Missouri Compromise 

Key Period 5 
 Manifest Destiny 

 Mexican-American War 

 Civil War 

 Irish and German immigration 

 Nativism 

 Free-soil 

 Mexican Cession 

 Compromise of 1850 

 Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 Dred Scott decision 

 Second Party System 

 Republican Party 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 Election of 1860 

 Electoral system 

 Secession 

 Union 

 Confederacy 

 Emancipation Proclamation 

 Gettysburg Address 

 13
th

 Amendment 

 14
th

 Amendment 

 15
th

 Amendment 

 Radical Republicans 

 Reconstruction 

 Sharecropping 

 Segregation 

Key Period 6 
 Subsidies 

 Trusts 

 Holding company 

 Laissez-faire 

 Child labor 

 Labor unions 

 New South 

 Co-operative organizations 

 People’s Party/Populists 

 Ethnic neighborhoods 

 Americanization 

 Consumer culture 

 Transcontinental railroads 

 Western boomtowns 

 American bison 

 Gilded Age 

 Social Darwinism 

 Gospel of Wealth 

 Social Gospel 

 Jane Addams and settlement house 

 Plessy v. Ferguson 

 

  



Key Period 7 
 Progressive Era 

 Prohibition 

 Women’s suffrage 

 National parks 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 New Deal 

 Great Depression 

 Mass media 

 Radio 

 Cinema 

 Harlem Renaissance 

 World War I 

 Red Scare 

 World War II 

 Great Migration 

 Closing of the frontier 

 Imperialism 

 Isolationism 

 Spanish-American War 

 Woodrow Wilson 

 American Expeditionary Force 

 Treaty of Versailles 

 League of Nations 

 Fascism 

 Totalitarianism 

 Nazi Germany 

 Pearl Harbor 

 Axis 

 Allies 

 Holocaust 

 Japanese internment 

 “island hopping” 

 D-Day 

 Atomic bomb 

Key Period 8 
 Cold War 

 Soviet Union 

 Communism 

 Collective security 

 Containment 

 Korean War 

 Vietnam War 

 Détente 

 Antiwar movement 

 Military-industrial complex 

 Oil embargo 

 Civil Rights Movement 

 Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Nonviolent protest 

 Brown v. Board of Education 

 LGBT 

 Affluence 

 Liberalism 

 Lyndon B. Johnson 

 Great Society 

 Baby boom 

 Sun Belt 

 Immigration Act of 1965 

 Mass culture 

 Feminism 

Key Period 9 
 Ronald Reagan 

 Deregulation 

 Technology revolution 

 World Trade Center and Pentagon 

attacks 

 September 11 

 Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 

 War on Terror 

 Climate change 

 


